
AIR LAW

Airspace Structure



Canadian Domestic Airspace
Canadian Domestic Airspace (CDA) includes all airspace over the 
Canadian land mass, the Canadian Arctic and those areas of the high 
seas along the Canadian coast. 

Canadian Domestic Airspace is divided into the Southern Domestic 
Airspace (SDA) and the Northern Domestic Airspace (NDA). CDA is 
further divided vertically into low level airspace, which consists of all of 
the airspace below 18,000 ft ASL and high level airspace which 
consists of all airspace from 18,000 ft ASL and above 

01 In SDA, magnetic track is used. 
In NDA, true track is used due 
to compass unreliability. 

02 Low Level Airspace: 
Below 18,000 feet

03 High Level Airspace: 
18,000 feet and above



High Level Controlled 

Airspace

Controlled airspace within High Level Airspace is divided 

into three separate areas. They are the Southern Control 

Area (SCA), the Northern Control Area (NCA) and the 

Arctic Control Area (ACA). 

01 Arctic Control Area: 
FL270 and above

02 Northern Control Area: 
FL230 and above

03 Southern Control Area: 
FL180 and above



Vertical 
Structure
The figure to the left provides an overview 
of the vertical structure of Canadian 
Domestic Airspace.  Note that in NDA 
there exists a few ‘pockets’ of uncontrolled 
airspace as detailed below.

!
Above 18,000 feet ASL up to the 
floor of the Northern Control 
Area (FL 230) there is an area of 
uncontrolled airspace.

Beneath the NCA

!
Above 18,000 feet ASL up to the 
floor of the ArcCc Control Area (FL 
270) there is an area of 
uncontrolled airspace.

Beneath the ACA


